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WUCREAS, Oysters and other shellfish are a treasured treat for
millions of Americans in every state; and~

WHEREAS , The American consumer has always enjoyed a
chloice12et’weenproci~cts of :1.11types; and,

V?HEREM, ~er-or,al re~p~ri~i~ili,ty aridcare fOr C}ne’~

fundamental

own health
and well-being are common~y agreed Tupontenets of
American life; and,

WHEREAS, Imp~rtafitemerging technologies are now making it
possible for ~on~mer~ of oysters and other ~hellfi~hi

products to choose betweep. traditional raw shellfish
products and ‘treated” GE pasteurized shellfi~h
products in a competitive free mazket environmlerit;and,

WH3REA5, It is widely accepted by all parties involved that
“treated” oysters will both fundamentally change the
condition of raw shellfi.sk,,and that-s=tichtreatment
raises the wholesale price of cysters from the currer~t

price of approximately eigkitcent3 apiece by another
six to eigb.tcents apiece; ad,

WHEREAS , It is rea~onable to expect in a free r,arket economy
that these higher prices will then be passed along to
the consum,er, resulting in lower demar,d for oyshers;
arid,

WH?ZF;EAS, America’s shellfish industry is predominately small
b7u~inesses of mainly self-employed harve~ters and
leaseholders already operating cn limited incomes; and,

!%mmAs, Lower consumer demand could further threaten the small
shellfish, industry and the livelih~ods of tb~o’usandsof
area residents and families who are deper~dent olnoyster
harvesting and processing for their Gwn well-being;
and,
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